
Using General Science Full-Text 

The best place to start is the Advanced Search screen. 

1. Place terms in the search box and use the pull-down menu to select the way you want the database 
to search. 

Keyword and All-Smart Search options are very general and are looking for your word in many 
different places.  Using these options will give you many hits that may be irrelevant to your topic. 

Subject searches are looking for articles that discuss your search term as a main topic, so this search 
will bring fewer, but more relevant results. 

For this example, I used sexual selection as a Subject because I want articles that deal mainly with 
that topic.  I added peacocks as an All – Smart Search because it is ok if peacocks are mentioned in 
the article, but not the focus of the article.  By putting and in between the two terms, I will get results 
where both of these terms appear. 

2. Hit the Go button.



This screen shows some of our results. 

Citation #1 has a direct link to Full Text.  For Citation #3, we will have to try and locate this article in 
another database. 

If we click on Locate Article or Locate Article 
(UMW), we will be directed to UMW 
Libraries Journal Finder and the holdings for 
the journal Nature. Now we know that we 
can get this article through the Nature 
Journals Archive. 

The Suggested Subject window appears to the left of the results screen. 
This gives you more ideas for searching.  Clicking on those links will take you to 
results for those subjects. You can also put these ideas into the advanced search 
box along with additional keywords or other subjects. 
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Use the Journal link to 
start searching for this 
issue of Nature.


