
Using LexisNexis Academic 

Use Easy Search for quick answers to simple queries. 

This is an example of the Power Search screen, which is used for an advanced search: 

Click on Terms and Connectors to find information about an issue, topic, person or 
company. 

• This type of search is best for specific relationships that exist between your search words.  E.g., 
Medical marijuana and cancer 

Click on Natural Language for conceptual issues rather than specific topics. 
• This type of search works well for complex subjects, especially when you are unsure of which 

words to use. E.g., the use of generic drug substitutions by insurance companies. 

To perform a Terms and Connectors search: 
1. Place terms in the search box.  You can use Boolean operators. Click on Tips for using search 

connectors to see all the available options. 
2. Use the pull-down menu to select the sources you want the database to search. 
3. Specify a date range.  The default is All available dates (which often provides too many results). 
4. Click on the link that says Add keywords (Index Terms) to your search. 

This is helpful because it enables you to focus your search by adding a subject. 

These are content­specific search forms. 
Most of the time, a General Search will suffice.



This is the window that opens when you click on the link that says Add keywords (Index Terms) to your 
search: 

Here we are searching for the term “medical marijuana” as a concept or a subject.  We want results 
where “medical marijuana” makes up a significant part of the article and not just randomly 
mentioned. 

Click Find. This window shows our results: 

This is telling us that there is one result matching our input term under Subject Results (1) and one 
term matching our input under Industry Results (1). Checking one box automatically selects both. 

Click OK-Add to search. 

Now your search box looks like this: 

You can add additional terms if you like in your Search terms box.  We want to combine the 
keywords cancer and treatment with the phrase “Medical Marijuana” as the main subject.  You can 
also specify publication types and dates at this time. 

Hit the Search button when you are finished. 

Check box 

Treated as keywords 

Treated as a subject



We had 948 hits in our search. 
We could do many things to narrow our results at this point.  We could: 
#1 Search within results by adding additional keywords. 

#2 Sort by date and look at only the most recent articles. 
#3 Select categories in the Result Groups. 
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